
2024 Corvette C8 With 3,000 Miles Falls Off 
Dealer Lift During Oil Leak Inspection 
 

 
 
A 2024 Corvette C8 Z06, barely a week into its new ownership and with only 3,000 miles on the odometer, was 
dropped from a dealership lift during its first oil change. The owner, Jared Adrian George, had brought the car back 
after discovering an oil leak post-service, only for it to suffer catastrophic damage while being re-inspected. 
 
This incident reveals the inherent risks in dealership service departments, particularly with high-value, low-slung 
performance vehicles like the C8 Z06. It forces a conversation about technician training, equipment maintenance, 
and the accountability of the very people entrusted with maintaining these complex machines. When a routine 
service operation results in such a dramatic failure, it undermines consumer confidence in the entire service 
network. 
 
This gross negligence has turned a simple oil change into a total loss scenario, illustrating a systemic vulnerability 
in how some high-performance vehicles are handled post-sale. 
 
    "Not how I wanted to start my day. And no, this isn’t A.I. I have no idea how the dealership is going to make this 
right. I have barely owned this car for a week.  I bought this 2024 with 3000 miles on it last week. Yes, I traded in my 
Mercedes AMGGT for it. In Texas, you can transfer plates, or they give you a brand new plate the day you buy a car.  
Took it to the dealership two days ago to get the 1st oil change. When I got home yesterday, I noticed a drop of oil in 
the garage on the floor, looked under the car, and saw where it appeared that oil was leaking. Took it back to the 
dealership this morning for them to find their error, and while getting it on the lift, the car fell off, and here we are." 
 
The sequence of events described by Jared Adrian George is alarming: a brand-new, high-performance car, 
purchased with 3,000 miles, develops an oil leak immediately after its first service, only to be severely damaged 
when it's returned for correction. 
 



Corvette C8 Z06: Performance and Service Considerations 
 
    -The 2024 Corvette C8 Z06 features a 5.5-liter flat-plane crank LT6 V8 engine, producing 670 horsepower and 460 
lb-ft of torque, making it the most powerful naturally aspirated V8 in production. Its dry-sump oil system requires 
specific procedures for oil changes, including precise fluid levels and attention to multiple drain points. 
    -With a curb weight of approximately 3,774 pounds, the C8 Z06 requires a lift with a minimum capacity of 4,000 
pounds, and more importantly, proper placement of the lift arms at designated jacking points to prevent structural 
damage or instability. The car's low ground clearance and wide stance necessitate careful handling. 
    -The C8 Z06's performance tires and suspension setup are highly sensitive to alignment and balance, meaning 
any impact from a fall could compromise its handling dynamics, even if cosmetic damage is repaired. A full frame 
and suspension inspection is critical after such an incident. 
    -Chevrolet's warranty typically covers manufacturing defects, but damage incurred during service by a 
dealership falls under the dealership's liability insurance. This process can be lengthy and complex, often involving 
independent adjusters and potentially legal counsel to ensure the owner is fully compensated. 
 
A car falling is one problem; a dealership failing twice, first in the initial service, then in the subsequent attempt to 
rectify their mistake, is another. The initial oil leak itself points to a lapse in quality control during the first oil 
change, which should have been a straightforward procedure for the C8 Corvette. 
 

 
 
Anthony Dye, a commenter who states he "used to own an auto shop," immediately pointed to the lifts themselves, 
saying, "I used to own an auto shop, and I hated those lifts, I pictured every vehicle like that.. never wanted to be 
under them." This sentiment, while understandable from a safety perspective, misses the critical point of operator 
responsibility. The equipment is only as safe as the person using it, and modern two-post lifts, when properly 
maintained and operated, are designed to securely hold vehicles of the C8 Z06's weight and configuration. 
 
Mark Phillips correctly countered Anthony Dye's assessment, stating, "It's not the lift's fault it’s the operator. These 
lifts are the most common style in shops. 4 post lifts are safer for sure." Phillips is absolutely right. While four-post 
lifts offer a broader contact patch and can feel more stable, the vast majority of service bays utilize two-post lifts 
for their accessibility and versatility. The failure here lies squarely with the technician who either improperly 



positioned the lift arms or failed to ensure the vehicle was stable before raising it. This is a procedural breakdown 
that should never happen in a professional setting. 
 
The immediate question for George, and any owner in a similar situation, becomes one of financial restitution and 
vehicle replacement. Rockford Gines' flippant comment of "ZR1 time" quickly drew a dose of reality from Jeremy 
Eads, who, identifying as someone "working at a dealer," explained the likely outcome: "The insurance company is 
gonna fix it. Unless it’s deemed a total loss, in which case he’d just get out from under this one….extra money to get 
a ZR1? Doubtful he gets paid anything other than for fixing it. Not saying it’s right…just working at a dealer that’s 
what will happen imo." Eads' assessment is unfortunately accurate and shows the cold, hard financial realities that 
often follow such incidents. 
 
The dealership's insurance will likely cover the repair or replacement, but the owner is left with a vehicle that has a 
significant damage history, or the arduous process of finding a suitable replacement. This is about the lost time, 
the diminished resale value, and the shattered trust in a brand-new purchase. The idea that an owner could "get 
out from under this one" with "extra money to get a ZR1" is a fantasy; insurance payouts are designed to make the 
owner whole, not to upgrade them. The dealership's responsibility extends beyond just fixing the car; it includes 
compensating for the intangible losses and the profound inconvenience. 
 
Jared Adrian George's experience with his new Corvette C8 Z06 is a textbook example of how a dealership's 
operational failures can turn a dream car into a devastating liability. The initial oil leak on the Z06 and the 
subsequent catastrophic drop from the lift point to a severe lack of attention to detail and proper procedure.  
 

 
 
 


